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A CANDID REVIEW AND CONCLUSION. 



In a measure of that love which would gather all from 
their outward wanderings in search of the living among the 
dead, to the inward life and saving power of Truth, I would 
affectionately call our attention to that living way wherein 
our worthy forefathers were led to blessedness and peace, 
as well as to some of the causes which have operated in pro- 
ducing our lapsed condition, as a religious people professing, 
above all others, a quiet waiting, and humble dependence 
upon the enlivening, enlightening power of divine grace; 
which, it is testified, hath appeared to all men, as their in* 
ward, spiritual teacher, monitor, and guide. 

It was their faithfulness to this essentia^ duty of humble, 
dependent waiting upon God, that Christ his dear Son might 
be made unto them wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption, that made our worthy forefathers 
that mighty power for good, in turning men from darkness to 
light, anil from the power of Satan to God, which character- 
ized them, as they truly were, the friends of truth ; for they 
were united in the one faith, which works by love to the 
purifying of the heart, unto, and in co-operation with, the 
great and holy Head of the living church, who wrought m 
and through them, both to will and to do of Ais own good 
pleasure. 

Being hereby livingly convinced that *^the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God stronger 
than men,'^ these faithful servants of the living God were led 
out from all fleshly dependence, into that humble waiting, in 
the silence of all flesh — to the denial of self m all its appear- 
ances and suggestions-^whereby they witnessed that increase 
and renewal of strength, which enabled them to rise above 
all dependence upon those " weak and beggarly elements," 
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which were, and are, the reliance of all those whose glory and 
rejoicing is in the wisdom and sufficiency of self; not heeding 
the admonition, that " God hath chosen the foolish things of 
the world to confound the wise, the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty, and base things of 
the world, and things which are despised, yea, and things 
which are not (in the worldly estimation), to bring to nought 
things that are; that no flesh should glory in his presence." 

Let us examine and see whether we, as their successors, 
are continuing " faithful in waiting upon the divine Word in 
our heart, to know sanctification there^ and a thorough cleans- 
ing and renewing of our hearts and inward man," according 
to the following testimony regarding those whose faith we pro- 
fess to follow, as being the faith of Christ once delivered to the 
saints, and which is our victory over the world, its religious, 
wisdom, and practices. " Thus," says one of these early and 
faithful friends of Truth, "things were opened wonderfully 
in uSy and we saw not only common sins, which all confess so 
to be (though they live in them), but also the hypocrisy and 
sinfulness of the professors of religion, even in their religion, 
which was performed out of the true Spirit of grace and life, 
which in the mystery is the salt that every Gospel sacrifice is 
to be seasoned withal, according to the example in the figure. 

" Therefore were we commanded to withdraw and be sepa- 
rated in our worship^ and to wait to have our hearts sanctified, and 
the spirit of our minds renewed, that we might come before 
Him with prepared vessels; for we soon learned to see this, 
that it must be true in the substance as in the figure; all the 
vessels of the tabernacle were to be sanctified, consecrated, 
or made holy. Therefore did we come out from among such in 
their worship, who lived in uncleanness, (without the washing 
of regeneration, or spiritual cleansing by the baptism of fire 
and of the Holy Ghost,) and pleaded for sin, which made 
unholy, and we met together, and waited together in silence; it 
may be sometimes not a word was uttered in our meetings 
for months; but every one that was faithful, waited upon the 
living word in our own hearts, to know sanctification thereby, 
and a thorough cleansing and renewing of our hearts and inward 
man; and being cleansed and made meet,* we came to have 
a great delight in waiting upon the word in our hearts, for the 



milk thereof, which Peter speaks of; in our so waiting we 
received the milk or^ virtue thereof, and grew thereby, and 
were fed with the heavenly food that rightly Donrished our 
souls; and so we came to receive more and more of the spirit 
of grace and life from Christ our Saviour, who is full of it, 
in whom the fulness dwells; and in the power thereof ice wor- 
shipped the Father, who is a Spirit, and we waited upon the teach- 
ings of his grace in our hearts; and he taught us thereby to 
deny ungodliness and worldly lust^ and to live righteously, 
godly, and soberly, in this present evil world. 

" Thus we came to know the true teacher, which the saints 
of old did witness, and therefore wanted not a teacher, nor true 
divine instructions, though we had left the hireling priests, and 
also other high-floion notionists, and sat down together in silence; 
for this was our desire to have all flesh silenced before the Lord 
and his power, both in our own hearts and from without. And 
as we came into true silence and inward stillness, we began 
to hear the voice of Him who said he was the resurrection 
and the life; and he said unto us. Live; and gave unto our 
souls life; and this holy gift, which he hr^^Jgiven, has been 
in us as a well of water springing up ii4>arat^rnal life accord- 
ing to his promise ; and therefore hatbrofe^'en our delight 
all along to wait upon it, and draw nigh with our spirits unto 
it, both in our meetings, and also at other times; that we 
might both be taught and saved by it; for by it the saints were 
saved through faith, &c., as Paul wrote unto them : 'By grace 
are ye saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves ; it is the 
gift of God ; not of works, lest any man should boast' 

"Though formerly," says another of our forefathers, "we 
ran, in our own time and wills, to preach and pray, not hav- 
ing such a due regard to the leading and moving of the Spirit 
of the Lord ; yet I bless God, it is not so now. Many times, 
when I did arise from my knees in a formal way of prayer, a 
reproof was near me, * Who required this at thy hands? It 
is sparks of thy own kindling.' ' To what purpose is the mul- 
titude of your sacrifices to me? saith the Lord. "When ye come 
to appear before me, vjho hath required this at your hand, to 
tread my courts? When ye spread forth your hand, I will 
hide mine eyes from you ; yea, when ye make many prayers, 
I will not hear.' 



^* They believed," says he, " that men may have a literal 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and yet ^remain in error, be- 
cause they know them not as ihey ought to do^ nor the power 
that was in the holy men that gave them forth; so I may say, 
«6 Christ said to the Jews, * You err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God.' Matt. 22 : 29. So that which 
gives a true knowledge of God, and a right understanding of 
the Scriptures, is the power of God. And as men and women 
<5ome to mind the true light, that is, the Spirit of God, and to 
•obey it, they shall come to the comfort of the Scriptures," and 
through this, and patience, to experience and hope. 

It is testified of Martin Luther, that he being asked the 
question that is so often, and perhaps unprofitably discussed 
in our day, and in our midst, " What is the best method of 
studying the Scriptures?" replied, " As yet you have only asked 
me things that were in my power, but to direct you in the 
study of the Holy Scriptures is beyond my ability. It is cer- 
tain that we cannot attain to the understanding of Scripture, 
either by study or by the intellect. There is no other interpreter 
of the words ofte^^l than their Author, as He himself has 
«aid, * They shalitf or mid taught of God.' Hope for nothing from 
your own labor^^^^i^your own understanding : trust sokly in 
•God, and in the influence of his Spirit. Believe this on the 
•word of a man who has had experience." 

" BTo literal reading of the Scriptures," says another, " can 
give a man that spiritual knowledge of divine things which 
leads to life eternal. Men of deep Scripture learning, know 
frequently less of spiritual Christianity than those of the poor 
who are scarcely able to read the Scriptures." 

Oh ! this fundamental distinguishing doctrine of the inshin- 
ings and teachings of the divine light and Spirit of Christ in 
our hearts, and the necessity, th6 inevitable necessity, of wait- 
ing and depending upon it for wisdom, sanctiiication, and 
redemption ! how are these being regarded, advocated, and 
upheld by us ? Are they highly or lightly esteemed ; faith- 
fully and fearlessly, or negligently and cringingly held and 
promulgated — as by those ashamed of the humility and meek- 
ness of pure wisdom, which is justified and honored of all 
her true children — without flinching or compromise, shame 
•or reserve 3 



" To Friends, as a Society, certain views of Gospel truth 
have unquestionably been intrusted by the great Head of the 
Church, and these views have ever been features in the pro- 
fession of Friends, distinguishing them from other Christian 
denominations. Gradually, however, it would seem as if this 
had become very much lost sight o/, and in place of setting their 
light upon a candlestick^ it might almost be said the effort has 
been to show that there is little, if any, difference at all be- 
tween Friends and their neighbors. Not only are doctrinal 
differences kept much in the background^ but the minor external 
marks of our profession have been largely abandoned; in short, 
the aim apparently wppermo5< with many i5, not to be knovmfor 
Friends — indeed, they appear to be ashamed of their profession, 

" Were it the case that the distinguishing views of Friends 
concerned matters of minor import, such concealing of them 
might be of less consequence. The differences, however, be- 
tween Friends and others, we maintain, are of essential impor- 
tance, and in as great need to be pressed upon the attention of 
the Christian world as when they were revived by George 
Fox and his contemporaries. Where, it may be queried, is 
the use of Friends maintaining a separate organization if 
there be no material difference in their profession from that of 
others? We confess we can discover none. But is it so in 
reality J thsit no difference in essentials exists? Is the doctrine 
of Scripture respecting the universality of Divine Grace, and 
its immediate teaching, any more recognized than two cen- 
turies ago, by the Christian world ? Is the one-man system 
of ministry less prevalent, or its pecuniary maintenance seen 
to be unscriptural ? Is the system of worship less formal? 
Are outward rites and ceremonies less trusted in ? Is religion 
yet sufficiently recognized as the regulator of the whole every-day 
life? Is a testimony more conspicuous than ever against the 
fashions and maxims of a corrupt world? Is the unlawfulness of 
all war entertained by any one denomination besides Friends ? 
Till these inquiries can be truly answered in the affirmative, 
surely the mission of Friends has been anything but accom- 
plished. 

" Here is the work — to every one the command is, * As ye 
go, preach ; ' not that all are expected to do this verbally, or 
leave their homes and lawful callings to * go into all the 



world aud preach the Gospel;' but some in word and doctrine, 
and the rest in life and conversation, as they go are to preachy 
to be instant in and out of season in making known that 
which has been intrusted to them — the knowledge of the 
truth in its primitive simplicity and spirituality, as revived 
by the early Friends." 

In connection with, or comment upon the foregoing, it is 
remarked by the writer, " I admit that it (prescribing the line 
and measure of exercise for the ministry) is very delicate 
ground to tread upon in this day of many departures and 
painful unrest, yet it behooves Friends to be very careful in 
liberating for religious service beyond our own borders, seeing 
the high ground we take for the Gospel ministry and its exer- 
cise; remembering that there is much religious enlighten- 
ment and spiritual perception beyond the pale of our Society, 
godly men and women who can discern the grounds of true 
ministry, whether in the life or not, and who are weary of 
mere human wisdom. I believe there never was a period when 
there was a greater yearning after the simplicity and purity 
{th£ life and power) of the Gospel, than in the present day, or 
where the Scriptural and simple mode of our meetings for 
worship would be more appreciated. I much fear that we are 
more in danger of lightly esteeming it, than it is of being re- 
jected by those without our borders. 

"It is no impossible or unheard of thing for a minister to 
mistake his line of service. We may hesitate to assert of any 
one engaged in holding meetings for the public that he has 
so mistaken ; at the same time the fact is 770/ to be denied^ the 
distinguishing views of Friends are for the most part in such 
meetings kept very much in the background. The query hence 
will arise, Is it right that this should be the case ? Strange, 
very strange, we say, if it is. We say there are no views 
worth holding, if they are not worth promoting." 

If those who are ashamed of aud would ignore or deny our 
peculiar doctrines, testimonies, or practices — ^who are disaf- 
fected because of the recommendations and requirements of 
our discipline, or the practices of consistent members of our 
religious organization (professing to have a testimony to bear 
against these) — were so far imbued with a sense of propriety 
and due consideration, as to be willing either to withhold 



their hands from sowing tl^e seeds of discord in the minds of 
others, or quietly withdraw into some other community whose 
doctrines, requirements, and practices, are more in harmony 
with their views, would they not do much more credit to 
themselves, and occasion Friends much less trouble and exer- 
cise, than by remainiuj^ among them in a spirit of disaffec- 
tion and insubordination, finding fault with those things that 
give th^m oftence, and which Friends dare not omit ? 

Some amongst us seem to regard it necessary to go out- 
side our church limitations and regulations, in order to find 
room for the performance of good works, not considering that 
to be the Jirst and most important work, which is wrought 
within ourselves, through humble co-operation with the Spirit of 
grace, whereby alone we are prepared to become lively stones 
in God's spiritual building, whose corner-stone is tried, elect, 
and precious; a sure foundation, and yet rejected of all carnal 
builders, whose confidence in human wisdom leads them, in 
the heat and haste of human impulse, to be building upon 
the sandy foundation of creaturely power and inventions; 
forgetting that "other foundation can no man lay than is 
laid," and that " he that believeih shall not make haste," but 
wait upon God, tarrying at wisdom's gate for instruction, quali- 
fication, and the word of command, before daring to put forth 
a hand to the Lord's work, lest through forwardness he might 
incur the divine displeasure to the sending forth of the query, 
the searching query, " Who hath required this at thy hands ?" 

" Our insidious adversary will not fail to prompt to any ex- 
ercise calculated to prevent our seeking of that knowledge 
which giveth life ; and the more plausible the engagement of 
mind, the less we suspect that a snare lies beneath. It is no 
matter to him how near the Christian's path we may tread, if 
not in it; we are the more lulled into mistaken security; even 
under the semblance of promoting the cause of religion, our 
attention may be so unsuspectingly but completely engrossed, 
that the great work of laboring in our own vineyard, of seek- 
ing salvation in our own hearts, may be overlooked and neg- 
lected ; his purpose is fully accomplished, if we are but kept 
destitute of that knowledge which is life eternal. 

" If thou withdrawest thy attention from outward things 
and keepest it fixed upon what passeth within thee, thou wilt 
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soon perceive the * coming of the kingdom of God ;' for the 
kingdom of God is that 'peace and joy in the Holy Ghost' 
which cannot be received by sensual and worldly men." 

What we want amongst us is more inwardness and deep 
searching of hearty in order to find the cause of our divisions 
and unsettlement; our want of harmony in our holy Head and 
unity one with another. " For the divisions in Eeuben there 
were great searchings of heart," and so there must •be with 
us, before the things of Esau can be searched out, who in this 
day of our calamity and desolation is seeking to betray us 
into the ways of other religious professions, by going over 
to their side, and seeking to draw us thither, under the spe- 
cious pretence of continued adherence to our faith, and desire 
for the spread of our principles. But patient inward watch- 
ing and waiting will enable the faithful to detect this deceiv- 
ing betraying spirit, and cast it out from their hearts; while 
those who are taken with and continue to be held by it, will 
doubtless follow it, going out from amongst us, because they 
are not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have con- 
tinued with us, in doctrine, sympathy, and practice, main- 
taining the appearance as well as profession of Friends. 

A day of sifting has surely come upon us, and happy will 
they be whose faith shall not fail. Satan is desiring to have 
us that he may sift us as wheat. Many and subtle are his de- 
vices and stratagems, in order to overturn our faith and settle 
us upon the sandy foundation of human wisdom, to draw our 
minds off from inward watching and waiting, from living ex- 
ercise and travail of spirit, into airy notions and speculations ; 
to turn us from the exercise of a living faith unto dead works, 
such as are not the fruit of the spirit of life, and therefore 
are without vitality, efficiency, or acceptance with God. Good 
works, we profess to believe, are those, whether open and 
outward, or inward and secret, in which there is a co-opera- 
tion with the workings of the inward life and power of God, 
in its movings, teachings, and leadings ; so that these may be 
wholly inward, unless there is an evident call for open, out- 
ward service. ^' Oh ! it is a travail, a spiritual travail^ let the 
carnal world think and say as it will." 

It is our departure from this living victorious faith, into an 
outward dependence upon human wisdom and contrivance, 
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that has weakened our bands, and brought confusion amongst 
us. Sad, indeed, has been the result of the endeavor amongst 
us to exalt the letter above the Spirit; from whence has sprung 
the practical denial of the faith of our profession, by unsanc- 
tified labors in various directions, encouraged and stimulated 
by an unenlightened zeal for outward demonstrations, in the 
time that is always ready, while yet that of the great Head of 
the Church is not come, for the manifestation of His life and 
power through his chosen instruments; for the performance of 
his mighty works, of opening the blind eye, and raising the 
dead into newness of life. 

"Whenever anything that is in man, or can be of man, 
usurps the place of Christ, and robs Him of any part of the 
honor of our salvation, there abomination sitteth in the holy 
place, there Cain smiteth Abel, there Antichrist lifts up his 
horn ;" for, it is testified, " The flesh warreih against the Spirit," 
and " to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace;" the latter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth life, (which is the true light of men ;) knowledge puffeth 
up, but charity edifieth. 

" It is plain that in the beginniag Friends did not believe 
that worldly-minded members, who are not themselves living 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, were at all competent 
to act as judges and counsellors in the church ; nor did they ad- 
mit that the will and policy of man, let him occupy what station 
he might, was to be regarded as the direction of the Head of 
the church, obligatory upon the members. If the Society 
departs from the immediate government of the Lord Jesus Christ 
by his Spirit, and substitutes^ and yields tOy the dictation and con- 
trol of the carnal wisdom of men^ who are not subject to the daily 
cross, it is degenerating from vital Christianity, losing the 
character of the church of Christ, and on this ground must 
finally become merged in the spirit and maxims of a corrupt 
world. 

" As the vitality and divine virtue of religion recedes fram 
the visible church, the form may be in some places partially 
kept up; and work, which can be designed and promoted by the 
world's wisdom and the means of wealth, may be substituted for 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit, which are only produced in and 
through those who abide in Christ, and from season to season 
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are purged by him of all 5e{/-dependenee, and of the disposition 
to act without his manifest will. Where the church is occu- 
pied with man's doings, those whose eye is not divinely illu- 
minated, may judge it to be in a prosperous state, from the 
variety and the imaginary importance of such works, while the 
living members scattered up and down are clothed in sack- 
cloth under a mournful sense of its prevailing degeneracy. 
Persons busily engaged in managing its affairs in their own 
understanding and judgment as men, may from habitual neglect 
of the intimations of the Spirit of Truth, at times communi- 
cated, so lose their faith in its immediate guidance, that not 
looking and waiting for it, they may conclude it is not need- 
ful, and at last that it has ceased to be granted to the mem- 
bers of the church. Hereby the Lord Jesus will be robbed 
of his honor, even while they call him their Lord and Saviour. 
Withering and unfruitful ness come over such; and if they^ be 
in the place of leaders, those of the flock who follow them will 
wander upon the barren mountains, scattered from the fold of 
Christ. 

"A state of apostacy is not at once fallen into. It comes 
over a professing religious body by slow gradations. Those 
who are in the apostacy and instrumental in leading others 
into it, are among the last to detect the degeneracy which is 
spreading, and extinguishing in the members the life and 
power of godliness." 

" We may be sure that Satan is too cunning to expect to 
succeed in laying waste the Society of Friends by tempting 
them to launch out at once into the extravagances of fashionable 
life. But indulgence will sharpen and strengthen the appe- 
tite for more liberty; and where there is no criterion of sim- 
plicity in drees, it will not be very long ere all the barriers to 
fashion, vain show, and dissipating amusements, may be over- 
leaped and forgotten. The cross being laid down in relation 
to dress, it becomes increasingly burdensome in reference to 
all other testimonies; and the same mode of reasoning to 
reconcile departures from plainness, is effectual in silencing 
objections to conformity with other practices that are current 
among other religious professors, and thus the whole system 
which has characterized Friends for over two hundred years 
may be laid waste.'' 
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It is testified by John Griffith, of some belonging to a meet- 
ing he attended, that "an airy, lofty spirit had taken place in 
some of the professors; the tendency whereof is, by darken- 
ing the understanding, and blinding the judgment (as in the 
case referred to in Scripture, where some * becoming vain in 
their imaginations their foolish hearts were darkened'), to ac- 
count various weighty branches of our Christian testimony 
small and trifling things. Here the flesh, that warreth against 
the Spirit, having the ascendency^ its language is quite opposite 
thereto. The^e^A saith, there is little in dress; religion doth 
not consist in apparel; there is little in language, &c. To 
-which I think it m^y safely be added, there is little or nothing 
in people who plead thus, pretending to be of our Society; 
for if they can easily let fall those branches of our Christian 
testimony, I am fully persuaded they will maintain the 
other no longer than they apprehend it will suit their tempo- 
ral interest. They are not really of us, who are not concerned 
to maintain those principles and testimonies which the Lord 
hath given us to bear." 

One, who lived in our own time, not long deceased, has 
remarked : " There is a great deal of noise and outward profes- 
sion in the world; but the anointed eye must see that if all 
the chaif, all except the solid wheaty were sifted out, little 
would be left. I crave, above all things, purity of heart, and 
an increase of those unseen heavenly graces which are more 
professed than possessed by some who bear the name of Christ. 
I greatly desire to be preserved from all deceit and mixture^ 
and yet I find the enemy is ever watching to take me in weak 
moments, and I find, as I suppose we all do, that I am never 
safe without keeping in a watchful, prayerful condition." 

In a caution with respect to those benevolent associations 
in which members of our Society have been so conspicuous, 
there is found the expression of a fear, " lest a danger might 
secretly lurk in the pleasure received from eloquent speeches 
and flowing language at the public meetings of these associa- 
tions, and thereby our dear friends lose their relish for sim- 
plicity ^ and gradually be drawn from the hve of silent waiting 
in our meetings for worship." 

It was remarked by a worthy deceased elder respecting the 
ministry : " I can say from my heart, I have a very friendly 
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feeling for sl brief and lively mmistvy; for it is not so much 
the words, how good, or how many, but how lively; feeding 
the hungry with the true bread, and not with pictures, and 
descriptions, and dry doctrines." 

But we are told that " the devil sets some people to preach- 
ing, in order to bring the true ministry into disrepute;" and 
we find it is said, that " where this lamentable counterfeit is 
passed oft' as though it were genuine coin, there is hardly a 
more effective agency in laying waste the church." 

And says William Penn of some formerly, that they " not 
keeping in humility, and in the fear of God, after the abun- 
dance of revelation, were exalted above measure; and for want 
of staying their minds in humble dependence upon Him, they 
ran out in their imaginations y and mixing them with divine 
openings, brought forth a monstrous birth, to the scandal of 
those that feared God, and waited daily in the temple not 
made with hands, for the consolation of Israel, &c. These 
people obtained the name of Eanters, from their extravagant 
discourses and practices." 

" It must," says he, " be a ministry in and from the life, that 
enlivens any people to God. A dry doctrinal ministry, how- 
ever sound in words, can reach but the ear, and is but a dream 
at best: there is another soundness that is soundest of all, viz., 
Christ the power of God. In this, be your ministry little, or 
be it much, it is well; for much is not too much, and the least 
is enough, if from the motion of God's Spirit; and without it, 
verily, never so little is too much, because to no profit" 

It is testified that in earlier times, " that which contributed 
as much as any other cause to the growth of Deism, was the 
substitution of dry theological reasoning, and moral essays, for the 
doctrines of the Gospel. The prevailing divinity with many 
was a sort of ethical, political, polemical something that we 
have no name for, a kind of Christianity with little or nothing 
of Jesus Christ in it; it came not tinctured with the spirit of 
the Gospel, and therefore produced no spiritual eflTect on the 
temper of the times." A writer about this period, in cen- 
suring this defect, together with that erroneous way of debasing 
Christianity to a level with natural or worldly religion^ made use 
of by some, says: " It is verily a fault in too many of the pub- 
lic teachers of our times, that their sermons are moral harangues 
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generally^ as if they were preaching at old Rome or Athens, 
and. their auditors were all infidels. There is plenty of ex- 
cellent discourses wherein the nature of all moral offices is 
set forth, but notwithstanding this, there never was less mo- 
rality in men's lives and actions, which shows that there is 
something of a higher nature wanting; that the bare inculca- 
tion of moral duties, and virtuous living, is not sufficient to 
mend men's practices;" that nothing short of the ministry of 
the life and power of the Gospel, is sufficient " to turn men from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God." 

" It is an unpardonable error in most of our writers that 
they address themselves to a supposed sufficiency in man, 
crying out, Do this and live (come to Jesus), though where he 
may find strength for the doing (and coming) they show not. 
Thus they turn the covenant of grace into a covenant of 
works, and send us to the law for justification; they make 
reason, unenlightened reason, our guide, and free-will our 
strength, and so lay other foundation than that which is laid 
in the Gospel of Christ. 

" Another method of treating (religion) too much in use 
with some, is that which consists in curious and needless specu- 
lations on the external evidence of Christianity, and in dry 
appeals to natural reason for the credibility of it. Curious 
inquiries in religion have in many instances been carried to a 
great length of fanciful indulgence^ giving birth to many unprofit- 
able questions, and been so far from answering any pretended 
usefulness in repressing the spirit of infidelity amongst us, 
that it has greatly increased under it; which proves that these 
are not the weapons that are mighty through God to the pull- 
ing down the strongholds of unbelief, and to make converts 
to the Gospel of Christ. A late writer on miracles assures 
us, that the evidence of Christianity is so far from losing any 
of its force that it grows stronger by length of time, because the 
examinations of learned men furnish us with motives for believing, 
and because the longer it has kept its ground the surer it 
stands. « Can anything be more trifling than such whimsical 
calculations ? Can anything more derogate from the honor 
of the Christian religion than to subject the credibility of it 
to the inventions of learned men, or to build any part of its 
evidence on so lubricous a foundation as the lapse of years? 
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The perfection of that religion which bringeth salvatioii 
consisteth not in notion and speculation, but in Spirit and in 
truth. The Deist sheltering his infidelity behind the in- 
trenchments of philosophy (or human reason), bids defiance 
to (inwardly) revealed religion. 

" What cause shall we assign for that opposition to Gospel 
truths that appears amongst us, and for that dislike to those 
V who urge the necessity of regeneration and the spiritual life? 
The true reason is nigh at hand, though others are pretended. 
Such doctrines are contrary to the maxims and principles that 
govern their hearts and conduct, are at variance with the false 
interests of flesh and bloody declare open war against the kingdom of 
self and strike at the very thing that is most near and dear to eor- 
rupt nature; and therefore carnal men think themselves con- 
cerned in character to oppose and discredit such a represen- 
tation of Christianity. They can be zealous for opinions, 
forms, and an external worship of any kind, because these 
leave them in quiet possession of their ambition j their covetoitsnesSy 
their love of themselves, and their love of the world; they can 
readily take up a profession of faith in a suftering Saviour, 
may bring themselves to trust in an outward covering of his 
merits and righteousness for salvation, because this costs ihein 
nothing ; but to be clothed with His spirit of humility, poverty, 
and self-denial; to strip themselves of all complacency and 
satisfaction in those endowments which appear great and 
glorious in the eyes of themselves and others ; and, in a word, 
to take up their cross and follow Christ in the regeneration ; these 
are hard sayings, they cannot bear them. 

" That the doctrine of regeneration^ or a new spiritual birth of 
a divine nature in the soul, together with other matters of in- 
ward religion, as well as they that preach them, have fallen under 
the disgrace and reproach of enthusiasm with many, will not 
be denied. But this charge is nothing new or contrary to 
what might be expected. Wicked and carnal men account 
and represent the holy servants of God as a sort of madmen; 
workings of grace being sometimes so far above reason, that 
they seem (to the carnal mind) to be without reason. 

"Religion springing up in hearts unpuiified by Christian 
faith and humility, partakes of all the foulness of the soil 
that feeds it, mixes with the unsubdued passions of the nata* 
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ral man, and where it meets with any uncommon degree of 
pride, lays itself open to all the delusions of Satan, becomes 
impregnated with the spirit of error, and brings forth (indeed) 
the poisonous fruits of a malignant enthusiasm. 

" As there is an outside worship void of the spirit of devo- 
tion, which availeih not, so likewise there is an outside knowl- 
edge in religion, without the spirit of wisdom, that projiieth not; 
so it is not a literal or historical understanding of the Scrip- 
tures that maketh wise unto salvation. Hence the necessity 
of the inward and spiritual life, the kingdom of God within 
us, as that divine source from which alone all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and alj just works can proceed.^' 

The views contained in the six foregoing paragraphs, by one 
of another religious denomination, accord very nearly with 
those of the faithful, believing members of our own, one of 
whom we find bearing the testimony, that '* Those who are'in 
the more active walks of life should ever bear in mind, that of our- 
selves we can do no good thing. We may read the Scriptures 
and teach them to others, exhort, preach, and pray, and that 
in season and out of season ; and yet if the divine ordering and 
requiring is not in these labors, they may really hinder instead 
of helping onward in the heavenly journey. Have not many 
of us known seasons when we have felt it right to turn our 
mind^inward, and in silent waiting seek to feel the over- 
shadowing presence of the invisible One; and yet the heart 
has rebelled against the humbling service, and we would most 
gladly have spent the time in reading the Bible, or in active 
labor for others, if we could have believed such an offering 
would have been accepted ? 

"Where our young friends are stimulated to engage in ac- 
tive services, before they become rooted and grounded in the 
truth, there is much danger that some of those w^ho are pre- 
viously visited by the dayspring from on high, may be tempted 
to withdraw from the internal discipline of the cross of Christ; 
often irksome to our natural feelings, yet yielding the sweet 
and heavenly fruits of righteousness to those who are exer- 
cised thereby; and to devote their time to works, good in them- 
selves when required at their hands, but which are thus made 
a snare and a stumbling-block to them. * Oh ! the cross, the 
cross, the operatiou. of that power which lays the creature in 
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the dust, remains to be the great object of hatred at which the 
enemy is ever aiming his shafts.' 

" Many of our young people, I have observed," says an- 
other, " after their minds have become awakened to the things 
which belong to their peace, seem to inquire if there is not 
an easier way than by the cross ; giving their minds lip to 
many plausible things by which they are led to join in the 
public support of various good works, before they have suffi- 
cient establishment on their own ground. I think much 
weakness has been brought on many, who, if they had been 
willing to iarry awhiky quietly communing with their own 
hearts, and being stilly might have been ^rave helpers amongst 
us; whereas they have become so mixed with others, as to 
make little out amongst any, bringing no fruits to perfectixmJ^ 
These, like Ephraira of old, having mixed themselves with 
the people, strangers may have devoured their strength and 
they know it not. 

" Those who have had long experience in the way and work 
of salvation, and have had their eyes opened in measure to 
see the deceitful operations of the human heart, and have 
known by sad experience the frailty of human nature, and 
how easily the enemy of all good may pervert those who have 
been truly called of the Lord, and have made some steps in 
the path of self-denial and bearing the daily cross; these are 
not so anxious to be seen of men as very active and benevolent 
persons, laboring extensively for the good of others, as they 
are to be found day by day, in a state of acceptance in the dirmie 
eight." 

As it was said, in earlier time, in reference to Friends join- 
ing with the world's people in their abolition movement, so 
may it now perhaps be said in reference to some other asso- 
ciations of the present day, showing " that Friends can labor 
more consistently and avatUngly in their own * peculiar way,' than 
by * joining affinity with the world.' " If we believe, it is said, 
we ought to give up this testimony as a religious one, and con- 
clude it can be done better in man's way and wisdom, than in 
the Lord's, and in humble reliance and dependence on Him, 
I think we are doing well enough, and acting consistently in 
uniting with the world, and all classes of people in it, in en- 
deavoring to do away with this great and crying sin in oar 
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land. But if we recur to first principles, and hold it as a 
religious testimony still upon original grounds, we shall filnd 
we have no right to draw back and take the cause out of the 
Lord's hands, as if we distrusted Him, and were fearful he was 
not suffering us to do enough in it. K Friends keep their 
places and support this testimony in their own peculiar way, 
I firmly believe the world will ere long come to them ; but 
this cannot be if we go back to the world and mix with it in its way 
of doing. I must say that I think every member of our So- 
ciety uniting in the convention referred to, weakens the hands 
of the Society, and really injures the cause of the colored 
people. Friends have stood the test, and the ground they 
have taken is to be depended upon, and will stand. Let us 
not then give up a certainty for an uncertainty, and forsake 
the Lord to follow man, let his ways look ever so right to us. 

" As consistent members of the Society of Friends, we can- 
not place our dependence upon human means in effecting any 
great revolution in the condition of the world, or for the 
benefit of mankind. Ardent supplication and fervent prayer 
unto Him who rules and reigns in the hearts of the children 
of men, and who * doeth according to his will in the armies 
of heaven,* these must be our weapons and our jforce, and we 
can use no other. 

" Let us not, then, mix too much with others in their own 
willings, runnings, and human activity, in this or any other 
causCy as if we thought our Quaker principles of waiting for 
the guidance and influence of the Holy Spirit to act upon our 
hearts and to point out a way for us, was nothing but a name 
and pretence,^' They that are upon the true foundation will not 
make haste, being convinced that " the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong;" that it is not by (Human), might 
or power, but by the Spirit of the Lord, that victory is ob- 
tained in the Christian warfare. 

" It is a time, says oar writer, of gres^ excitement on the 
subject alluded to; let this subside a little, and we shall see 
beyond it; see where it will lead. Youthful ardor, even in a 
good cause, ought to be tempered with Christian moderation. 
Age and experience often see danger which the youthful 
mind does not, and I appeal to thy own knowledge and expe- 

2 
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rience, if thou hast not found it safe to keep on the side of the 
more solidy deliberatey and weighty part of Society. 

In regard to the danger which attends Friends mixing too 
freely with the world around them, says a late writer, " We 
know that contact tends to make unlike things similar^ until per- 
haps they cannot be known apart. Our early Friends lived to 
themselves. They thus avoided having their characteristica 
imperceptibly rubbed oif, one by one, as it were. We {on the 
contrary) mix so largely with the world that we feel bound to 
respect it, and are not long in abandoning those customs and ap- 
pearances which dissent from its usages, and are inconsistent with 
conformity to it (if we do not also lose the principles). Hence 
the profession without the practice. The world says we are 
declining, but it judges only from appearance. It is struck 
with the extinction of peculiarity ; it often has to accept as a 
Quaker an individual it would not have guessed to be one. But 
in our decline it recognizes a conformity to itself which it hails 
with pleasure, but which the Apostle as zealously condemns. 
One of the sources of deception in the judgment of man- 
kind is this — it gives its award from observing our younger 
members, and those who are blending their actions^ if not their 
principles, with follow-workers of other sects. 

"Decline in principle is manifested by the striking latitude of 
belief we now tolerate. Decline in practice (the symbol [or 
rather fruit] of the former) is shown by the tendency, now 
80 generally amongst us, to concede one by one the char- 
acteristics which for two centuries have distinguished us 
amongst men. Our principle is divided, so that many of us 
will be found supporting, directly or indirectly, public and 
private movements, which at the origin art hostile to our precious 
faith. From the neglect of detail, * the weightier matters of the 
law' come to lose their hold, or to be retained with wavering. 
By the desuetude of our ancient customs, we are getting to be 
no longer recognized by the world as Quakers. What fiery per- 
secution could never effect, internal degeneracy has been able to 
achieve ! Meanwhile amongst ourselves we are separated into 
classes differing in divers points, according to age, birth, &c. 

'' Perhaps the great matrix cause is, a looking in many 
things to the mind of the world (though perhaps unconsciously), 
instead of inquiring the mind of the SprriL The worthy afflatuSj 
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or Holy Ghost, was the keystone of our former arch, and the 
breath of our forefathers' existence. They sought it earnestly j 
and then obeyed its sanction or disapproval on all things, small 
and great, in their daily life. The subordinate light of reason 
is, perhaps, exalted with their descendants, and may have un- 
warily been allowed to usurp the superior place in our esteem. 
But this has been aided by the extension of thorough knowl- 
edge of Holy Writ. Now this is most valuable; but, unless 
as an inferior agency, and depending upon the enlightening of 
the Spirit of Truth, it brings sure detriment to a church. The 
propagation of the Scripture, and its study, is a means, not an 
end. The book is not to be worshipped, but the things it speaks 
of; and if we would profit by its perusal, the Spirit which in- 
spired its thrilling pages, must unfold them to us as we read. 

"But a very pregnant cause of weakness is the want of a 
love for our principles, and an acquaintance with their grounds 
in our younger members, springing from deficient perusal of 
the edifying and comforting journals and works on doctrines 
of our consistent predecessors, to which a certain odium is at- 
tached, most hurtful to our church, and painful to our elder 
brethren and sisters. Begotten by tUs apathy is an inability in 
the young sometimes to explain and defend even our most 
valued principles, when first assailed by the ever ready and 
trained advocates of another body. Their arguments they 
cannot resist, and they give up what stands on a more stead- 
fast basis, because ignorant of that basis. 

"Remedies (for our defections) are evident, if the causes 
are understood, and spring, of course, from a recurrence to 
first principles^ and a careful and constant waiting and watching 
on the Spirit. Let us see if it be then possible, by prayer, to 
obtain a strong, healthy, and consistent condition of the body, 
subsisting in that high and holy unanimity arising from common 
faith and hope, which the early fathers were so fond of exhort- 
ing. Let each of us stand in his right, and place, and perform 
his allotted duty, and then with the peace that passeth under- 
standing, we may leave the result to God with confidence." 

" I believe," says another, " the root of all our difficidties, uncon- 
scious as some of us may be of it, is to be found in a departure 
Jromy and distrust in, the monitions of the Holy Spirit, as our 
guide, instructor, and deliverer, in every possible contingency 
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that may arise in the church and the world, wherehy we have 
lost the true spiritual discernment, and become more or less 
conformed to the world, its maxims, fashions, and allurements. 
To this spirit of unbelief, this despising the day of small 
things, must be attributed the Bibliolatry an4 doctrinal super- 
ficiality which have sprung up in our midst ; the weeds that 
grow apace where the true seed is neglected. In the unity of the 
spirit is the bond of peace, and there can be no true peace out 
of it. If each one for himself were to follow implicitly the 
course pointed out to him by the finger of Omnipotence, we 
should become collectively all that the great Head of the church 
would have us to be. * In the Lord alone is the recovery of 
loss in any kind at any time, who alone can teach each to re- 
tire intOy and to be found in that wherein the unity is and 
stands, and into which divisions cannot enter. This is the way 
of restoring unity unto Israel ; upon the sense of any want 
thereof; even every one through the Lord's help returning in 
his own particular, and furthering the return of others, to the 
principle of life, that every one may feel the washing from 
what hath in any measure corrupted, and the new begetting 
into the power of life. From this the true and lasting unity 
will spring amain, to the gladdening of all hearts that know 
the sweetness of it, and who cannot but naturally and most 
earnestly desire it.' " 

In another letter, also from a recent writer, we find the 
following plaintive testimony. "With other rightly con- 
cerned Friends, I have seen and lamented the sad evidences 
of a departure in principle and practice from the doctrines 
and testimonies of Truth, as professed by early Friends, and 
have known, by sad experience, something of the devices of 
the enemy, leading into an outward^ sensational^ cross-shunning 
profession of religion. The dangers whicli beset the path of 
the young pilgrim are great and numerous, and it is the 
policy of the enemy to cover and hide the snare. In this time 
of excitement how lamentable it is to see many who are active 
in promoting what are termed * Revivals,' profess that they in 
no way desert or break away from the doctrines or usages of 
the Society of Friends. It would be well for such to remem- 
ber that these are some of the things, out of which Friends 
were called, to be gathered to Christ as their true Shiloh ; * for 
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to him shall the gathering of the people be.' It has been 
truly said, if we are faithful before the world (standing firmly 
upon the ground of Truth) we may gather tkeniy but if we go to 
them they will scatter its.'' 

A departure in what is termed one of our minor testimonies, 
has doubtless, in some instances, tended to open the door for 
the outgoing referred to, as there would doubtless be a shrink- 
ing from this, while clad in the distinguishing garb of a 
Friend, which (whatever the pretext may be), has doubtless 
been discarded to open the way for greater libertg in worldly 
mingling and indulgence, than would be felt in the attire of 
a testimony-bearer against the doctrines, spirit, and practices 
of the world. Wherefore it has been observed and remarked, 
that " in proportion as there is an approach in appearance to 
the world amongst our members, they mix with it, imbibe its 
spirit, and admit its customs ; and this is said to be so gener- 
ally true, that of those persons whom the Society has been 
obliged to disown, the commencement of a long progress in 
irreguharity may often be traced to a deviation from the sim- 
plicity of their dress." 

This is the testimony of a non-member, who further adds : 
" The dress of the Quakers, by distinguishing members of the 
Society, makes the world overseers, as it were, of their moral 
conduct." In respect to the origin of this dress, he states : 
" They have received from their ancestors a plain suit of apparel, 
which has in some degree followed the improvements of the 
world, and they see no good reason why they should change 
it, at least, they see in the fashions of the world none but a 
censurable reason for a change. Splendid furniture would be 
considered as pernicious as splendid clothes. It would be 
classed with external ornaments, and would be reckoned 
equally productive of pride with these." " Muct expense and 
exactness in dress, sumptuous houses, and costly furniture," 
says another, " comport not with the seamless garment of a 
crucified Saviour ; who was himself the most perfect pattern 
of plainness, and had not whereon to lay his head." 

A more recent writer, on the subject of dress as a testi- 
mony, says : " I know of no other dress, which by general 
recognition means peace (and many other testimonies pecu- 
liar to our Society), except that of Friends. There is only 
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one manner of dress which a man, and only one which a 
woman can wear in this day to be evidently known and read 
of all men, at sight, as a herald of peace. Testimonial dress 
appears an impossibility unless peculiar. The Friends' dress is 
found to be a silent testimony that the wearer does not intend 
to be disrespectful if he addresses a person without flattering 
titles," &c. Of the pretext of bearing testimony against sup- 
posed formality, by the adoption of an indistinctive dress, as 
a testimony against a peculiar one, it is justly suggested, that 
instead of answering this end with those who may be in the 
formal use of Friends' peculiar dress, " it would be, to their 
view (as we fear in truth it is), testimony, or evidence, of sub- 
servience to the ways and maxims of the world," — of a want 
of the regulating principle which would lead all, if obeyed 
and followed, into an open, evident nonconformity with the 
world. An undue dependence upon outward forms in dress 
cannot, therefore, be " mocked out by more fashionable forms 
of dress worn in spite of it." 

It was the remarkable testimony of a worthy elder in the 
truth, respecting worldly riches: "Not all the persecutions; 
not all the apostates, nor all the open and private enemies we 
have ever had, have done us, as a Christian Society, the 
damage that riches have done." And the justness of this 
observation has beerij in succeeding iimeSj abundantly verified and 
illustrated on every hand, in the desolation that has generally 
followed the inordinate pursuit of riches and worldly great- 
ness, both to the victims of this snare, and to their posterity. 

" Those," says Luther, " who amass wealth, who build sump- 
tuous houses, who seek all that the world can give, and pro- 
nounce this prayer, Thy kingdom come^ with their lips, resemble 
large organ-pipes which peal loudly and incessantly in the 
churches, without either speech, feeling, or reason. It is a 
terrible thing," continues he, "to hear this prayer offered up, 
Thy unll be done. Where in the church do we see the will of 
God performed ? In every place there is nought but discord ; 
and thus to the honor and glory of God is performed the work 
of the devil." 

" The Gospel of Jesus Christ," said he, before an assembly 
of nobles, "belongs to the poor and afflicted — not to you 
princes, lords, and courtiers, who live continually in luxury 
and pleasures." 
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Of others, he says, "They desire to do good works before 
their sins are forgiven, whilst it is necessary for sin to be for- 
given before men can do good works (when thou art converted 
strengthen the brethren). It is not the works that expel sin; 
but the sin once expelled, good works will follow. The re- 
mission of the sin is in the power of no man; for Christ de- 
signed not to build our consolation, our salvation, on the word 
or work of man, but solely on himself. Do all the good 
works in thy power, but let the faith thou hast in pardon 
through Jesus Christ be in the foremost rank and command 
alone on the field of battle. 

" When thou prayest," says he, " let thy words be feio. 
Few words and many thoughts, is Christian; many words 
and few thoughts is heathenish. External (superficial, formal) 
prayer, is that buzzing of the lips, that outward babble which 
is gone through without any attention. This is the prayer of 
hypociiteSy and of all who trust in themselves," 

In reference to wandering abroad in the world, and out of 
ourselves, for saving grace, he says : " All neglect the essen- 
tial point, which is to become God's kingdom themselves. 
Why goest thou beyond the seas in search of God's king- 
dom ? It is in thine own heart that it should be found. It is 
impossible for a man to be a Christian without having Christ. 
(If any man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his. 
Know ye not that the kingdom of God is within you, except 
ye be reprobates.) 

" I will say what I mean boldly and briefly : The church 
needs a reformation. And this cannot be the work of a single 
m«tn, or of many men ; but it must be that of the whole world, 
or rather it is a work that belongs to God alone, I am called," said 
he, " a heretic, apostate, traitor," &c.; and all this for oppos- 
ing the influence of worldly power and wisdom as ruling 
principles in the church. And to this persecution and in- 
dignity have we yet to submit, who feel bound to expose and 
oppose the inroads of those errors now so apparent amongst 
us, reducing the church, in some places, down to a level with 
worldij^ government, where human power instead of truth, 
policy instead of right, wealth instead of virtue, creaturely 
dependence instead of holy reliance, bear rule; occasioning 
continual discord and weakness, ignoring the great principle 
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of unity and strength — a humble reliance upon God as our 
supreme Lawgiver, Judge, and King, who alone can lead as 
individuaUy in the paths of salvation, uniting us together in 
Him as our common centre, from whence each one can draw 
his supplies of spiritual strength. 

" There is," said he, " a secret consciousness in error that 
makes it shrink from examination, even when talking most 
of inquiry. It is impossible to speak with truth of the Scrip- 
tures, and of the church, without arousing the beast. Never 
expect me to be free from danger, unless I abandon the teach- 
ing of sound doctrine. If this matter be of God, it will not 
come to an end before all my friends have forsaken me, as 
Christ was forsaken by his disciples. Truth will stand alone, 
and will triumph by its own right hand, not by mine, nor 
yours, nor any other man's. He that is within us, is mightier 
than he that is in the world. The judgment of our contempo- 
raries is bad, that of posterity will be better. The first requi- 
site is, not to trust in our own strength, or in our lofty wisdom." 

The faithful cannot escape persecution. The truth, and its 
followers, have always had their calumniators and persecutors, 
abd it is no new thing for their enemies to be found in the garb 
of friends — our greatest enemies being those under our own 
profession — for we read of wolves appearing in sheep's cloth- 
ing. But says the biographer of Martin Luther, " Though the 
reproaches^ the timidity, and the silence of his friends had dis- 
couraged him, the attacks of his enemies produced a contrary 
(animating) effect. The adversaries of truth, who hope by 
their violence to do their own work, are doing that of God 
himself," who causeth even the wrath of man to prise Him, 
the remainder of which he will restrain. 

Says Luther, respecting one of his persecutors, " Well ! if 
he likes it, let him abuse me ; let him call me a heretic, schis- 
matic, slanderer, and whatever he pleases ; I shall not be bis 
enemy for that, and I shall pray for him as for a friend. 
When I hear these invectives I am delighted with them, and I 
should be very sorry were such people to call me a good Chris- 
tian. I have more difficulty to refrain from despising my ad- 
versaries, and from sinning in this way against Christ, than I 
should have in conquering them. Do not be surprised that I 
am so grossly insulted. I am called a heretic, apostate, traitor, 
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and a thousand other insulting names. They are my best 
friends who think the worst of me. I listen to their abuse 
with joy. They require moderation of me and ihey trample it 
under foot in the judgment they pass on me. If ihey did not 
curse me, we could not be so firmly assured that the cause I 
have undertaken is that of God himself. Christ has been set 
up for a sign to be spoken against. I know that from the 
very beginning of the world, the word of God has been of 
such a nature, that whoever desired to publish it to the world 
has been compelled, like the apostles, to abandon all things, 
and to expect death. If it were not so it would not be the 
word of God." 

At another time he says, " As for the malicious reproach of 
Bohemian heresy, I bear this calumny with patience through 
the love of Christ. I am ready for peace and for war; but I 
prefer peace. Apply yourself to the task; grieve with us 
that the devil has thrown amongst us this beginning of dis- 
cord, and afterwards rejoice that Christ in his mercy has 
crushed it. I was born to contend on the field of battle with 
factions, and with wicked spirits. This is why my works 
abound with war and tempests. It is my task to uproot the 
stock and stem, to clear away the briers and underwood, to 
fill up the pools and marshes. I am the rough woodsman 
who has to prepare the way and smooth the road ; but Philip 
(Melancthon) advances quietly and softly; he tills and plants 
the ground ; sows and waters it joyfully, according to the gifts 
that God has given him with so liberal a hand." 

Luther's courage, it is said, was infectious. One of his mild- 
est, and most timid, prudent, and most pacific coadjutors is 
found writing in language full of energy j " Do not cease to ex- 
hort the prince not to allow himself to be frightened by the 
roaring of the lions. Let him defend the truth without anxiety. 
I know that the plague of Babylon is let loose against whoever 
attacks the abuses amongst us. It appears to me that the 
whole world is enraged and combined against the truth. The 
crucified Jesus was hated in like manner. I do not see that 
you have anything else to expect but persecution." And 
says Luther, " He who desires to proclaim the word of Christ 
to the world, must expect death at every moment. What I 
have undertaken to defend, I hope to be able to maintain 
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with the help of Christ. As for violence, we must needs 
yield to that without SihsLudomng the truth." 

It is sad, indeed, to witness the various departures, in doe- 
trine and practice, which are now found amongst us ; but let 
us not be too much cast down and discouraged by these, see- 
ing there is no diminution in the power, or change in the 
purposes, of Him, by whom our worthy predecessors in the 
truth were delivered from the bondage of this world, and 
united together in the one holy faith which we profess. With 
these, it is testified, " there was a wonderful unanimity on re- 
ligious subjects^ in feeling^ in principle, in ministry , and in conduct, 
such as makes it manifest they had all been taught by one 
Master in the same school. Now this Master is not one sub- 
ject to change ; but, uninfluenced by all the varying circum- 
stances of successive generations, he remains the same * yes- 
terday, to-day, and forever ; * consequently, what he taught in 
the seventeenth century, he teaches note in the nineteenth as 
simple Christianity, unadulterated by any of the dogmas of 
surrounding professors. As of this Great Teacher it is de- 
clared that * a thousand years are as one day,' it seems to me 
impossible to conceive that he would then draw together a 
separate society, under a profession more in accordance with 
the Gospel than any other known, either then or since, and 
now that he should teach the same Society, still professing 
allegiance to the same Master, other vieios and principles subver- 
sive of the first; — this would be a retrograde movement indeed,** 
however much of ^^ progress" those who believe in and advocate 
changes, in these respects, may imagine and claim for them. 

As the key to the difference between what the Society was, 
and what it is now, is said to be, " that many of the present day 
have substituted the teaching of man for that of the unchange- 
able One, who * teaches as never man taught,'" let us seek 
to unite in the endeavor to return to the first principle of our 
profession, which, as faithfully followed and adhered to, would 
enable us to testify against all formality and superfluity in 
preaching and praying in our solemn assemblies, and in our 
more private labors; all undue fiaste or forwardness in break* 
ing the silence of our meetings for divine worship by vocal 
testimony or supplication, so subversive of their dignity and 
usefulness; all unsanctified labors and offerings in the church, 
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whereby the blessed harmony and unity are disturbed and 
broken, to the weakening of our faith, through the scattering 
of our nninds from their right exercise; all human wisdom, and 
mere personal preferences and partialities — ^because of worldly 
position or advantage, on account of mere intellectual endow- 
ments or acquirements — in the exercise and administration 
of the discipline; and in an especial manner against all incon- 
sistencies of every kind, in those placed in high positions in 
the church, upon whom the reputation of truth so much de- 
pends. 

Thus, as it shall become our individual engagement, as it 
respects ourselves, and those with whom we are connected by 
family ties, and in religious association, to be found faithful 
in the discharge of our manifest duty, in seeking to remove 
everything from amongst us, that is opposing the designs of 
the great Head of the church in raising up and separating us 
to be a people to his praise, we may hope once more to wit- 
ness that holy unity, which, as it shall come to prevail^ will 
again make us one another's helpers and joy in the Lord; 
and through Him a mighty power in the earth, coming up 
out of the wilderness, leaning upon our Beloved, fair as the 
moon, clear as the sun, and, to the transgressing nature, 
terrible as an army with banners; while to the obedient and 
faithful we shall appear as a sun of consolation, and shield of 
protection, comforting and rejoicing their exercised spirits 
with the ministrations of light and love. 

0, this sweet and living friendship for truth and its faithful 
followers, which so eminently characterized our worthy fore- 
fathers in their labors together in contending for the faith of the 
gospel, building one another up therein; how might this now 
abound amongst us, making our offerings sweet-smelling 
incense before Him whom we profess to love and serve, were 
we a more inwardly exercised people, hearkening to the tender 
and plaintive call of divine love and mercy, so applicable to 
our present need and condition ! "Turn ye, turn ye, house 
of Israel, why will ye die?" "Return unto me, and I will 
return unto you ; and will be to you a God, and ye shall be to 
me a people. I will be merciful to your unrighteousness, and 
your sins and iniquities will I remember no more." 

May nothing be permitted to hurt the oil and the wine of 
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the heavenly kingdom within us, in our endeavors to be 
found faithful in seeking the increase and spread thereof 
until it shall cover our earthly nature as the waters do the 
sea, that our peace may indeed " be as a river, and our right- 
eousness as the waves of the sea,'^ enabling us to see and flow 
together; experiencing that holy fear and enlargement of heart, 
resulting from the abundance of the sea of blessing, which 
shall be "converted unto us;" as it is written, "Arise, 
shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee ; and the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising; thy sous shall come 
from far^ and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side ; " 
offerings of sweet-smelling savor "shall come up with ac- 
ceptance on mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my 
glory. In my wrath I smote thee, but in my favor have I 
had mercy on thee. The sons of them that afflicted thee 
shall come bending unto thee, and all they that despised thee 
shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet ; and they 
shall call thee the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One 
of Israel. Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so 
that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal 
excellency, a joy of many generations." 

Let us, then, take a little fresh courage, putting on strength 
in the name of the Lord, regarding the counsel of the weighty, 
public testimony, by a late faithful pillar in the church, whea 
near the close of life, wherein we are thus exhorted and en- 
couraged: "Have Ixmg patience, my friends; the Lord of 
Hosts is purifying his people. Earnestly do I crave, that I 
may be one with you in patiently waiting all the Lord's appointed 
time, that the church may be thoroughly purified; for the 
king's daughter is all glorious within, her clothing is of 
wrought gold; and pure gold, my friends, we know cannot 
sustain loss by the fire; and she believed some of the obscure 
ones, as they abode in the patience, would be brought to show 
themselves to the people ; would become as the golden pipes 
which were to convey the golden oil in the sanctuary; that 
the harmony and unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace, 
would once more prevail;** expressing a firm conviction that 
nothing would be permitted to hurt or destroy in all the 
Lord's holy mountain. "Accept this exhortation of love 
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from one who feels as upon the very brink of an awful eter- 
nity. I leave it as a little legacy to you. 

" I have earnestly coveted for us, that the good seed which 
has been sown in every heart may be quickened, and the 
prayer be raised in each of our hearts, Have mercy upon us, 
O Lord! have mercy upon us, lest we have sorrow upon 
sorrow." 

May the day be hastened, through faithfulness to the teach- 
ings and workings of grace in our every heart — the conform^ 
ing of our corrupt and stubborn wills to the will of God inwardly 
revealed — wherein we may be brought to witness, by the renew- 
ing of our tainds, a being transformed from the spirit, teach- 
ings, and practices of the world, whereby we may come to 
** prove what is that good^ and acceptable^ and perfect will of 
God;" even our humiliation, in mind and heart, so that every 
one amongst us may not " think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think," and that none, by flattering manifesta- 
tions towards the Lord's public servants, may minister to the 
exaltation of the creature, because of gifts and graces which 
may be committed to them for the edification of the church, 
thereby robbing God of his honor, and weakening their hands 
for the work and service assigned them ; and " How can ye 
believe who receive honor one of another ?" 

May every one amongst us be made subject to the higher 
powers, that in subordination to these we may escape the 
condemnation pronounced upon them that resist. May we, 
indeed, through the humbling and subjecting of our minds and 
willSy come to witness the giving place of the kingdom of self to 
the coming of " the kingdom of God, and the power of his ChrisV^ 
in our hearts; the accuser of the brethren being cast down 
through the overcoming which is by the blood of the Lamb, 
and the word of their testimony, who love not their lives unto 
death, that they may be found faithful to the living inward 
witness for God. 

Then may we confidently hope for a return of that blessed 
and holy unity which our forefathers found and enjoyed m 
Him who was, and is, and will ever continue to be, the Head 
of the true and living church, exalted, by those who do be- 
lieve and abide in Him, above all types and shadows, and 
every created thing, or written testimony ; being the true and 
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living substance — that bread of life which now cometh dowa 
from heaven into our hearts, to the refreshing and nourishing 
of our souls — that blessed, promised inheritance which all 
may enjoy, who are redeemed from dependence upon " the 
weak and beggarly elements" of an outside worldly religion, 
a literal and empty profession, having for its support outside 
knowledge, and works done to be seen of men, more than for 
the praise of God — to avoid rather than obey the teachings 
and leadings of the inward cross, whereby the soul is hum- 
bled in the dust, in view of its own vileness and weakness, and 
thus made willing to become anything or nothing, according 
to his will who hath opened in them the blind eye, to behold 
Him of whom they have only hitherto heard by the hearing 
of the ear; causing them to look with grief upon Him whom 
they have pierced with their sins, which is the first step in 
the work of sanctification, leading those who are faithful to 
this heavenly vision, into deep humiliation and sorrow of 
heart, and from thence into repentance — even newness and 
amendment of life — not to be repented of, because of the re- 
ward of forgiveness which follows, and is accompanied with 
the peace which passeth all human understanding, such as 
the world can neither impart nor destroy. 

When this blessed work of inward purification shall have 
been fully wrought, then will we be prepared to unite and 
mingle together again in the sweet fellowship of the Gospel; 
having witnessed the removal from our hearts, and out of our 
midst, of all that is obstructing the free course of the living 
word in and amongst us, to the weakening of our faith and 
bond of union. Thus may we come to witness a return of that 
Bweet fellowship and unity, so largely and livingly enjoyed 
in the earlier and brighter days of our history, wherein out- 
ward ease was not, as now, permitted to settle the primitive 
believers into a feeling of carnal security, or elevate them 
into creaturely importance, sufllciency, and pride; but being 
chosen in the furnace of affliction, and often led into great 
outward destitution, these sons of the morning had their 
rainds and hearts turned to Him who was, and is, the refuge 
of all his faithful sufiering children, as their only comforter 
and Saviour ; and by waiting upon Him in living faith, re- 
freshing from his holy presence, came to be marvellously 
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known amongst them, to the tendering, contriting, and unit- 
ing of their hearts together in one living body, having Christ 
alone for its head. And so may we, even as they, come again 
to be a people whom the Lord will not be ashamed to own 
and honor by his humbling and comforting presence amongst 
us; our unity, strength, and hope being in Him as our holy 
High Priest and Head, by whose living and enlivening pres- 
ence and power, our hearts are refreshed and knit together, 
to the honor and praise of his ever blessed and holy name ; 
for our faith and hope in which, we dare and desire to seek 
or possess no substitute, to the denial of Him and the power 
of his grace; unto which we are confidently looking for the 
building up of our broken down walls, and the restoration of 
those forsaken paths, withi7i and wherein our worthy prede- 
cessors found their safety and peace — for the purging away of 
our dross, the taking away of all our tin, and restoring unto 
us "judges as at the first and counsellors as at the begin- 
ning," that we may be called " the city of righteousness, the 
faithful city ;" the Zion of God, which hath been " redeemed 
with judgment, and her converts with righteousness;" being 
no longer of the number of those whose glorying is in their 
shame — whose faith, reliance, and boasting are in their own 
right arm, whereby they expect to be saved — but the humble, 
self-denying followers of a meek and crucified Saviour, having 
our minds and hearts redeemed from the world, through sub- 
mission to the purifying operation of the spirit of judgment 
and burning, whereby all that separates us from communion 
with God, and unity and fellowship one with another, as 
members of one body, having the one Head, may be con- 
sumed and purged away. 

In short, we may confidently look and hope for a return to 
our earliei* practices and experiences^ as we are engaged to recur 
io first principles, which led into these, and will continue so 
to do, whilever and wherever they may be adopted and up- 
held in their fulness and purity; may look for the same preva- 
lence of unity and harmony, as there is the same degree 
of faithfulness to those principles of Truth, of which we pro- 
fess to be the friends and supporters. The same principles 
will continue to produce the same fruits, to the end of the 
world; will continue to gather out of the world into Christ's 
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spiritual kingdom, by the way. of the cross, than which there 
is no other; even by submission and obedience to the inward, 
immediate teachings and requirements of the Holy Spirit, our 
only hope of harmony and unity, salvation and peace ; for 
this is the whole duty of man, unto the performance of which 
appertaineth all the promises of Christ to his living church, 
such as in times past have eminently been witnessed, and 
will again be realized amongst us, as there is a faithful return 
to first principles. 



APPENDIX. 



In the early experience of Isaac Pennington, he says: "I 
looked upon the Scriptures to be my rule, and so would weigh 
the inward appearance of God to me by what was outwardly 
written, and durst not receive anything from God immediately, 
as it sprang from the fountain, but only in that mediate way. 
Herein did I limit the Holy One of Israel, and exceedingly hurt 
my own soul, as I afterwards felt and came to understand. That 
in me, which knew not the appearance of the Lord in my spirit, 
but would limit Him to words of Scriptures formerly written, 
that proceeded yet further, and would be raising a fabric of knowl- 
edge out of the Scriptures, and gathering a perfect rule (as I 
thought) concerning my heart, my words, my ways, my wor- 
ship } and according to what I thus drank in (after this manner 
from the Scriptures) 1 practised, and with much seriousness of 
spirit, and prayer to God, fell a helping to build an independent 
congregation." 

After being — while in this Jstate — " smitten, broken, and dis- 
tressed by the Lord, confounded," as he says, " in my worship, 
confounded in my knowledge, stripped of all in one day (which 
it is hard to utter), &c., and having (after a long-suffering ex- 
perience) met the true way and walked with the Lord therein, 
wherein daily certainty, yea, and full assurance of faith and of 
understanding is at length obtained; I cannot," says he, *'be 
•silent, but am necessitated to testify of it to others; and this is it, 
to retire inwardly and wait to feel somewhat of the Lord^ somewhat 
of his Holy Spirit and power discovering and drawing from that 
which is contrary to Him, and into his holy nature and heavenly 
image. And then as the mind is joined to this, somewhat is re- 
ceived, some true life, some true light, some true discerning, 
which the creature not exceeding (but abiding in the measure of^, 
is safe ; but it is easy erring from this, but hard abiding with it 
and not going before its leadings (in what is called ^^ progress*'), 

" Therefore, he that would truly know the Lord, let him take 
heed of his own reason and understanding, I tried this way very 
far, for I considered most seriously and uprightly; I prayed, I 
read the Scriptures, I earnestly desired to understand and find 
out whether that which the people called Quakers testified of, 
was the only way and truth of God (as they seemed to me hut to 
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pretend); but, for all this, prejudices multiplied upon me, and 
strong reasonings against them, which appeared to me as unan- 
swerable. But when the Lord revealed his seed in me, and 
touched my heart therewith, which administered true life and 
virtue to me, I presently felt them there the children of the Most 
High, and so grown up in his life, power, and holy dominion, (as 
the inward eye, being opened by the Lord, sees), as drew forth 
from me great reverence of heart and praises to the Lord, who 
had so appeared among men in these latter days. 

*^Mind, people,'* said he, "he that will come into the new cove- 
nant must come into the obedience of it. The light of life, which 
God hath hid in the heart, is the covenant; and from this cove- 
nant God doth not give knowledge to satisfy the vast, aspiring, 
comprehending wisdom of man ; but living knowledge, to feed 
that which is quickened by him, which knowledge is given in the 
obedience, and is very sweet and precious to the state of him that 
knows how to feed upon it. 

" But now, when the Lord reacheth to his witness in man, and 
is teaching their hearts by it, then the enemy, the other spirit, 
whose seat is in the other part, keepeth a noise there, to overbear 
the voice of the witness and to make man take up religion in 
another part, which is shallow, and reacheth not to the depth and 
weight of truth, which is in the witness of God, and which the wit- 
ness of God gives to them that come thither. 

" Thus the enemy stirreth up reasonings, imaginations, and 
consultations about God and his worship, wherein he raiseth up 
the vain and shallow mind, forging and bringing forth somewhat 
pleasing and suitable to the earthly understanding, taking up the 
mind therewith, and engaging the heart in some such practices 
therefrom as may quiet and satisfy that part in man. For the ways 
that men take up in their reasonings and understandings satisfy 
their reasonings and understandings, and so they walk in the light 
of the sparks, and warm themselves by the fire of their own 
kindling. 

"Thus the traveller, not seeing a necessity of depending on the 
Spirit for fresh light and life every day to every spiritual motion, 
soon comes to lose the true path, and instead thereof travels on in 
a road of his own wisdom's forming ; and so, though he seems to 
himself to make a large progress, yet makes no true progress at 
all, but is exceedingly run out aside in a by-way, all which ground 
he must traverse back again, ere he can come to the truth of his 
former state, or proceed in the true travel. 

" Is not the Spirit, or anointing, truth and no lie, and the leader 
Qiut of all lies and deceits into the truth; and therefore every ap- 
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prehension that ye take up from the Scriptures concerning spirit- 
ual things, which ye have not from Him (but comprehend and 
gather of yourselves), an imxige [idoV]^ or conceiving of your own, 
concerning that thing, and not that true knowledge and under- 
standing of the thing which he alone can give? 

" In his own, no man can be accepted, for it is determined of 
God, and stands irreversible forever, that in his own knowledge, 
in his own righteousness, in his own willings and runnings, &c!, 
shall no flesh forever be justified in his sight. If ye content 
yourselves with the knowledge of Christ, which the erring, apos- 
tatized spirit of man from the life and power may gather out of 
the letter of the Scriptures, and feed thereon ; that will not nour- 
ish you up to eternal life, but death and sin, and the gates of hell 
will have power over you, notwithstanding that ; but if ye, through 
the Spirit, receive power over that which is contrary to God, and 
through him mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 

" Though all sorts of professors generally own Christ as their 
Kock, in words, yet most miss of the thing ; and the subtle enemy 
hath made use of a notion or apprehension of the thing in the 
carnal mind, to deceive them of the thing, to keep them from feeling 
the eternal virtue, the living power of life in the heart, which is the 
arm of God's salvation, whereby Christ draws man's lost soul and 
spirit out of the grave of sin and corruption, up to the Father. 
But, oh ! how are poor hearts deceived ! who think, by a believ- 
ing of what Christ did, of a satisfaction he made for them while 
he was here on earth, though they lie in the pit all their days, 
though they carry the body of sin about with them to the very 
last of their time here in the body, and have not felt the arm of 
God's power breaking down their spiritual enemies, their lusts, 
their corruptions, and redeeming them from them j yet hope to 
be saved in the end, and be presented without spot^or wrinkle to 
God ! Christ had the name Jesus given Him because he was to 
save his people /rom their sins; and no man can truly and livingly 
know the name Jesus, further than he feels the saving virtue of it. 

" But to receive all the descriptions of Him that were formerly 
given forth, or all that are now given forth, will not do ; but the 
soul that will live by Him must receive Him, and feel the engraft- 
ing into Him the holy root, the living word of God's eternal 
power ; and must feel this word engrafted into his heart, so that 
there be a real becoming one in nature and spirit with Him. Here 
a man walks not, and cannot walk, in the oldness of the letter, but 
in the newness of the Spirit only. 

" To know Christ as the light eternal ; to sell all for the ever- 
lasting inheritance ; this is indeed the way to life. But it is not 
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in the doing of things which is of value ; for man may imitate and 
strive to do much, and may go a great way in forsaking all and 
in taking off his affections from things ; but it is the doing of the 
things in the virtue^ in the life, in the power which comes from Christy 
which is of acceptance with God, and of advantage to the soul. 

" Christ Jesus,'' says William Penn, " has taught us the sad 
consequences of superfining on Scripture texts. Men are too apt 
to let their heads outrun their hearts, and their notion exceed 
their obedience, and their passion support their conceits; instead 
of a daily cross, a constant watch, and an holy practice." 

And, continues Pennington, "Man is too hasty to know the 
meaning of the Scriptures and to enter into the things of God, 
and so ho climbs up over the door with his own understanding; but 
ho has not patience to wait to know the door and to receive the 
key which opens and shuts the door; and by this means he 
gathers death out of the words which come from life. But he 
that is come to the true Shepherd and knows his voice, he cannot 
be deceived. Yea, he can read the Scriptures safely y and take the 
true sweetness of the words that come from the life ; but man who 
is out of the life but feeds on husks and can receive no more; he 
cannot but misunderstand and wrest them to his own great 
danger at least, if not to the ruin and destruction of his soul. 

" Most men take up principles according to their own or other 
men's understanding of the Scriptures, and judge according to 
those principles; and so the Spirit and light of the Lord judgoth 
not in them, but they themselves judge according to an assumed 
knowledge." So that, like the weak fish and the dead fish, these 
go with the current, and are satisfied with "an ma^ne<2 righteous- 
ness and faith;" and what, in the Church, is gained in breadth by 
the accession of such as these, is lost in depth and weight 

" That which the Scriptures testify concerning Christ is exactly 
true, according as it is there related, and is so acknowledged by 
us ; though we obtained not our knowledge of Christ by the letter, 
but by receiving a principle of life from God (even that spiritual 
knowledge which is life eternal), and coming into union with his 
spirit, we came to the true knowledge and owning of the letter : 
That which ye are to come into and abide in, is the light itself; 
which light was before any words that testify of it, and the substance 
of all the shadows, and the end of all the testimonies concerning it. 

"That from which the Scriptures came is the thing, the spirit, 
the power itnelf ; which is able to write inwardly, as well as out- 
wardly : And ho that knows the thing, and is led to the thing by 
the inward writing (which is the testimony of Jesus, the spirit of 
prophecy), ho by [this] is led to the Holy Power; which he bo- 
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lieving in, it prevails to save him out of the contrary spirit and 
power. And man's perishing, is not for want of light and power 
from God, but from man's withdrawing and apostatizing from the 
light and power y which has ever stretched forth its hand and arm 
suflSciently to gather and save. 

" Christ can no more now appear in spirit than formerly he 
could in that prepared body of flesh, but the wise builders now 
are as ready to cry out against Him for a deceiver of the people, 
as the wise builders formerly were. The wisest Scribes and Phar- 
isees could not know the Kingdom of God by all the observa- 
tions they could gather out of Moses and the prophet's writings ; 
nor can any now know it by any observations they can gather 
out of the apostles' writings ; but by being born of that Spirit 
whereof they were born, is the thing come to be known, which 
they knew. As they were written in the Spirit, so are they tfiere 
alone truly read ; and being so read are exceedingly profitable to 
that which so reads them; but man guessing, and imagining, 
and reasoning in his carnal wisdom concerning the things of God, 
and so gathering senses and meanings about the words and ex- 
pressions of Scripture, doth but build up a Babel which the eternal 
life and power will throw down, (whenever he appears) with that 
which built it. 

** The builders all along the apostacy got a knowledge of Christ 
come and preached, believing in him crucified as the way of life, 
but the living stone, the living thing itself they have been ignorant 
of, and ready to persecute every appearance of it. The Pharisees 
had got a great deal of knowledge and understanding of the law 
of God, and prophecies of things to come, from the words of 
Moses and the prophets ; but they had not the key of knowl- 
edge, and 'so they erred, not knowing the Scriptures' (notwith- 
standing all their diligent reading, and study of them), nor the 
power of God. They little thought they would have killed the 
prophets had they lived in their days ; greatly condemned their 
fathers for so doing; and yet they themselves crucified, Christ. 
And many now little think they would have crucified Christ had 
they lived in the days of his flesh, and yet they disdain, reproach, 
and persecute the appearance of the same spirit, life and power 
(substituting their own wisdom), as it now appeareth in the 
saints, whom he hath redeemed and dwelleth in, and in whom 
he manifesteth himself, preacheth and sufPereth, whatever men 
think of them. 

"God, by the breath of his spirit, begets a man out of the 
spirit and likeness of the world, into his own image and likeness. 
But now, man that is not born of the Spirit will be imitating what 
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God begets in, and gives to his true child, though he be out of the 
nature and spirit wherein the true child is begotten, and wherein 
the true gift of the Father is received by him. He will be be- 
lieving, though he hath not received any proportion of living faith 
from the hand of the Father; he will be forming repentance and 
sorrow for sin, though his heart be not turned from it; he will be 
hoping in God's mercy, although he be both from off the founda- 
tion and from under the shadow of the mercy-seat ; and he will 
be praying, though he hath neither received the Spirit, nor been 
taught by the Spirit to pray, and so being from that which should 
guide him, and teach him the truth and way of worship as it is 
in Jesus, he runs out into the inventions and imaginations, and 
sets up a way of his own choosing, which he, having much con- 
sidered of, and beat out by reasonings, and fenced about with ar- 
guments, he grows wise in his own eyes, and now verily believes 
it to be the way of God, and that he is able to maintain it against 
all opposers. 

" But the natural man, the reasoning man, the understanding 
man, the wise man according- to the natural wisdom, cannot un- 
derstand the things of God. Here is no learning to pray aright, 
to believe aright, to hope aright, to mourn aright, to rejoice aright, 
&c., but this wisdom must be brought to nothing, and a man must 
become a child to all knowledge, as let in this way ; and he that so 
becomes a child is taught to pray, to believe, to wait, to hope, and 
all that is necessary to eternal life. 

" That is prayer, which comes fresh from the Spirit, and that is 
a true desire, which the Spirit begets, but the affections and sparks 
of man's kindling please not the Lord, nor do they conduce to the 
souPs rest, but will end in the bed of sorrow. He that utters 
a word beyond the sense which God begets in his spirit, takes 
God's name in vain, and provokes Him to jealousy against his 
own soul. The many words which man's wisdom affects, hurt 
the precious life, and thicken the veil of death over the soul, keep- 
ing that part alive which separates from God ; which part must 
die ere the soul can live. 

" The breathing of the child to the Father from the sense of 
his wants, that is prayer; nay, though it be but a groan or a sigh, 
which cannot bo uttered or expressed, yet that is prayer, true 
prayer, which hath an acceptance with the Lord, and recoiveth 
a gracious answer from Him. Now if the prayer be in words (for 
there is a prayer without words), then it must be in those words, 
which he pleaseth to give, from the sense which he kindletb, 
and not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth or would 
choose to use. 
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" God is to be worshipped in spirit, in his own power and life, 
and this is at his own disposal. His church is a gathering in the 
Spirit. If any man speak there he must speak as the oracle of 
God, as the vessel out of which God speaks, as the trumpet out of 
-which He gives the sound. Therefore, there is to be a waiting in 
silence, till the Spirit of the Lord move to speak, and also give 
words to speak. For a man is not to speak his own words, or in 
his own wisdom or time, but the Spirit's word, in the Spirit's 
w^isdom and time, which is when he moves and gives to speak. 
And seeing the Spirit inwardly nourisheth, when he giveth not to 
speak words, the inward sense and nourishment is to be waited 
for and received as it was given where there are no words. Yea, 
the ministry of the Spirit and life is more close and immediate 
when without words than when with words, as has been often felt, 
and is faithfully testified by many witnesses. Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the heart of man how and 
what things God reveals to his children by his spirit, when they 
wait upon Him in the pure fear, and worship and converse with 
Him in spirit; for then the fountain of the great deep is unsealed, 
and the everlasting springs surely give up the pure and living 
water." 

Eespecting a dear woman Friend's first appearance in the min- 
istry — which was in a meeting at Westtown, B. S. — it is said, 
^* It was a memorable time ; though little was said, the effect was 
very solemnizing ; the girls were quiet and solid all the rest of 
the day. Oh ! that we had more of this baptizing ministry — few 
words would then do, the people would be gathered unto Christ 
th£ true minister, and be sweetly settled upon Him, the poor in- 
struments would not be so much depended upon, the power more 
than multitude of words would be regarded, we should not have 
to complain that the * gold had become dim, the most fine gold 
changed ;' a little would do as well and better than a great deal." 

Are these truths sufficiently considered amongst us in . this 
day of much Scripture study and teaching, praying and preach- 
ing — of little silence in our larger meetings, where the time un- 
occupied by vocal exercises seems regarded by some as lost or 
misspent ? Is there not the want of a deeper indwelling of spirit, 
in order to hear and distinguish for ourselves, " the still small 
voice," amid the many voices now abroad in the earth, that we 
may be instructed in secret, regarding those things which concern 
our own and the church's well-being — the want of patient and 
quiet waiting for the renewal of strength, through unity with our 
Holy Head, and one with another in Him, wherein the strength 
and comfort of the body doth most assuredly and savingly lie? 
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O ! let us examine and see wherein we are wanting in faithful- 
ness to the principles of our profession, which would lead us out 
of all that divides from our Holy Head— out of all creaturely wisdom 
and activity^ into humble holy reliance and waiting ; not daring to 
move without the divine qualification and call (or out of the unity 
of the Spirit), in any part of the Lord's work, either in teaching, 
preaching, or praying, lest we incur his displeasure, in thus sep- 
arating ourselves from Him, in doing our own works ; whereby 
we shall be sowing the seeds of discord among brethren, which is 
declared to be one of the seven things which the Lord doth hate ; 
yea, and which is an abomination unto Him. 

Faithfulness in the exercise of our Christian discipline, " as it 
is ^the Lord's work," is doubtless indispensably requisite to the 
unity, prosperity, and growth of our religious Society, in whose 
history it is said to be very observable, " that the declension or 
revival of (^pure) religious zeal has ever been accompanied with 
a corresponding relaxation or increase of care in the exercise of 
the discipline;" leaving us to the conclusion that diligent care in 
this respect is necessary to a sound condition of the church. 

What is so evidently needed amongst us is, a faithful return 
to that soundness of principle, that religious faith and zeal, accom- 
panied by unfaltering courage and uncompromising integrity, 
which led our worthy forefathers into the establishment and 
maintenance of our Christian discipline, confining the exercise or 
administration of it to private labor and the select gatherings of 
our members ; and not as now, in some places, opening the doors 
to non-members, and thus neglecting to observe that privacy 
which is due to ourselves and the solid growth of the body. 

In disciplinary exercise by the church, wo believe the truth 
demands privacy, which is a part of the Gospel order from which 
we cannot swerve without weakening our hands, as a religions 
body having the preservation and reputation of its members, as 
well as the truth of our profession, in view. Unity, strength, and 
growth, as well as satisfaction, safety, and peace, will doubtless 
attend a due regard to the order, dignity, and integrity, of our 
ancient discipline. 



On page 9, second % for latter, read letter; page 15, last ^f, for 
previously, read preciously^ and on page 20, first ^, for returning 



and return, read retiring. 
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